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Tuition Setting Process
• Board shall set tuition and 

fees at levels necessary to 
meet budget requirements
• Presidents, in consultation 

with Board of Trustees and 
student body leadership may 
recommend rate adjustments, 
including:
• Planned uses
• Impact on student access, 

retention, and completion rates
• Rationale and justification
• Truth-in-tuition hearings

• Board meets following the 
legislative session to vote on 
tuition adjustments
• Tuition changes take effect for 

subsequent semester for 
degree granting and July 1 for 
technical colleges



Historical USHE Tuition and Fee Increases
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USHE Annual Percent Increase in Tuition and Fees (weighted average)

Source: USHE 2023 Databook



Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey & USHE 2023 Databook, USHE Forecast

UT +48.6%
UofU +44.1%
MHI +41.4%(e)
USU +40.0%

WSU +34.0%
UVU +31.0%

SLCC +34.2%

SUU +21.4%

Snow +34.5%



Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey & USHE 2023 Databook

UT 7.4%

UofU 12.5%
Rsrch Mean 11.3%
USU 10.1%

WSU 7.8%

UVU 7.6%

SLCC 5.2%

SUU 8.2%

Snow 5.1%

Reg Mean 7.8%

Comm Mean 5.1%

2023 % of 
Income(e)



Annual Review of Price Competitive Data
• National Comparisons
• Regional Comparisons
• Institutional Cost Data
• Median Income Statistics
• Student Debt Load
• General and Course Fees
• Affordability Factors
• Board Audit Committee 

Performs Sample Data Audit



Tuition and 
Fees by 
State: Public 
Two-Year 
(Inflation 
Adjusted)



Tuition and 
Fees by 
State: Public 
Four-Year 
(Inflation 
Adjusted)



Annual Tuition Review



Tuition Models

• Resident
• Nonresident
• Undergraduate
• Graduate
• Linear
• Plateau
• Online
• Differential
• Apprenticeship Programs

• Technical College 
Postsecondary
• Non-credit Programs
• Summer Semester
• Contract Courses
• Continuing Education
• Professional Programs
• Correction Facility Program



TUITION DISCLOSURE AND 
CONSULTATION
Board policy R511



• Truth-in-Tuition: Institutions hold a Public hearing explaining reasons 
for the increase, how revenue generated will be used, and 
opportunity for public comment from students.

• Public Hearing: Board holds a public hearing as part of a regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board, explaining reasons for the increase, 
how revenue generated will be used, and opportunity for public 
comment from students.

• Disclosure of Tuition and Higher Education Costs: Office of the 
Commissioner of Higher Education prepares cost disclosures, 
including the full cost of instruction and amount covered by tuition 
for institutions to communicate using a variety of methods.





GENERAL STUDENT FEES
Board policy R516



Process for Establishing, Reviewing, and 
Setting General Student Fees
• Affordability
• Justifiable, reasonable, and 

benefit students broadly
• Authority for Establishing
• Board responsibility
• Purposes include student 

approved facilities, activities, 
programs, and services
• Publication
• Revenue restrictions
• Annual reviews by advisory 

board, president, and Board of 
Trustees

• Process for Creating, Revising, 
and Repealing
• Advisory board
• Institutional policy
• Student notice and hearings
• Board of Trustees oversight and 

review
• Board of Higher Education 

approval
• General student body voting for 

funding facility construction 
and operation

• USHE Periodic Audits



Student Fee 
Proposal 
(Example)



QUESTIONS


